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SUB J : HIGHLIGHTS OF MOBUTU ADDRESS TO OAU MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

1 . SUMMARY: PRES MOBUTU OPENED THE OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
CONFERENCE WITH A CALL FOR THE GRADUAL CREATION OF AN AFRICAN COMMON 
MARKET. TO CREAT A BASE FOR SUCH A COMMON MARKET, MOBUTU SUGGESTED 
THE FORMATION OF AN AFRICAN ENERGY COMMUNITY, THE INSTITUTIONA- 
LIZATION OF THE OAU MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES DEVOTED TO ECONOMIC 
QUESTION, AND THE CREATION OF A PLANNING INSTITUTE FOR AFRICA. 

HE ALSO URGED ACTION TO BREAK THE IMPASSE IN THE NORTH/SOUTH 
TALKS. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRES MOBUTU OPENED THE ELEVENTH EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE 
OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DEC 6 WITH AN ADDRESS CALLING FOR NEW 
INSTITUTIONS TO PROMOTE THE FORMATION OF AN AFRICAN COMMON MARKET. 
AFTER OUTLINING AFRICA'S GREAT ECONOMIC DIVERSITY, MOBUTU NOTED 
THAT AFRICAN COUNTRIES FACED THE SAME PROBLEMS OF ECONOMIC 
DEPENDENCE AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT. HE NOTED THAT THE PROMOTION 

OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF COUNTLESS RESOLU- 
TIONS. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO BACK UP THOSE 
RESOLUTIONS WITH ACTION. 
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3. DRAWING ON THE EXAMPLE OF THE EEC, MOBUTU NOTED THAT THE 
TREATY OF ROME HAD ESTABLISHED A STAGED TRANSITION TO A COMMON 
MARKET AND HAD BUILT ON SUCH ANTECEDENT ORGANIZATIONS AS THE 
EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY. MOBUTU SUGGESTED THAT AFRICA 
BEGIN BY CREATING AN AFRICAN ENERGY COMMUNITY. HE SAID THAT ZAIRE 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO PUT AT THE DISPOSITION OF AFRICA THE POWER 
BEING DEVELOPED AT INGA, NOTING THAT IF THE 1800 KILOMETER INGA- 
SHABA LINE HAD STRETCHED WEST INSTEAD OF SOUTH. IT WOULD REACH 
LAGOS. AN ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE TO WEST AFRICA WOULD PROVIDE 
CHEAPER ENERGY THAN THAT NOW BEING DEVELOPED IN NIGERIA 

WHILE SUPPLYING CONGO, GABON AND CAMEROON. 

4. MOBUTU ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE PRESENT CONFERENCE OF ECONOMIC 
MINISTERS BE INSTITUTIONALIZED AND THAT IT BE SUPPORTED BY A PLAN- 
NING INSTITUTE FOR AFRICA. THE PLANNING INSTITUTE WOULD PROVIDE 
STAFF WORK FOR AFRICAN RECOMMENDATIONS. RESOLUTIONS, STUDIES AND 
CONCLUSIONS FOR MEETINGS OF AFRICAN STATES, OF THE NON-ALIGNED, 

OF THE SEVENTY SEVEN, OF THE UNITED NATIONS, OF THE ACP STATES. 

AND FOR THE NORTH, SOUTH DIALOGUE. MOBUTU SUGGESTED THAN AN 
AFRICAN DATA BANK BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PLANNING INSTITUTE. 

5. TURNING TO THE NORTH/SOUTH CONFERENCE, MOBUTU SAID THAT THE TALKS 
HAD STALLED IN STERILE RHETORIC AND SUGGESTED THAT THE LACK OF 
PROGRESS WAS CAUSED BY THE FACT THAT MOST OF THE DEVELOPED COUN- 
TRY GOVTS WERE LOOKING TOWARD ELECTIONS AND WERE NOT ABLE TO TAKE 
UNPOPULAR DECISIONS. MOBUTU CONGRATULATED FRENCH PRESIDENT 
GISCARD'S SPONSORSHIP OF THE NORTH/SOUTH DIALOGUE AND HIS SUG- 
GESTION THAT THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES CONVENE AN ECONOMIC 
SUMMIT WITHIN SIX MONTHS TO SORT OUT THE IMPASSE. HE URGED THAT 

THE CONFERENCE SUGGEST THAT THE HEADS OF STATE OF THE UNDER- 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT THE NORTH/SOUTH TALKS MEET AS 
WELL AND ADDED THAT, IF THE CONFERENCE SO DESIRED, HE WAS READY 
TO MAKE IMMEDIATE DEMARCHES IN ORDER THAT SUCH A MEETING OCCUR 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

CUTLER 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED OAU COLLECTIVE. 
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